Announcements for the Saturday, November 08, 2025, K-State Lynne Ross Tournament

In the fall of 1988, I ran my first K-State tournament (then called the Larry Hill for a long-forgotten debate alumni) with the assistance of Lynne Ross.  Lynne had been the prior head coach, and she held my hand and got me through it.  It’s only fitting that my last time of hosting a K-State tournament will be marked by Lynne’s return to Manhattan for a visit and appearance at what is now her namesake.  Glad to have 13 schools on board for this Saturday to celebrate, compete, and have fun.

Here is some important info you’ll want to know-

Tournament Size: 13 schools- thank you all for coming!  Only three events are small enough to go straight to finals (EXT, CA, and DUO).  

The basic tournament schedule will stay the same with these small changes (those changes are now reflected on the SpeechWire version of the schedule as well):

· EXT will only perform once (Finals) during the A Finals round.  Draw will start at 4:15 and the final round will start at 4:45.
· CA will go straight to finals.  CA competitors will perform twice.  Round one with one judge and round two with two judges.  
· DUO will go straight to finals.  DUO competitors will perform twice.  Round one with one judge and round two with two judges.  

Drops/Changes: You can no longer add entries- but you can still drop entries until noon today (Wed) without penalty.

	If you need to drop any entries/judges after noon today (Wed), please call/text me with that information (785-313-2377) or email it to me (craigb@ksu.edu).

	If the drop or change happens on Friday or in the wee hours of Saturday morning- please let me know ASAP via text.  

Parking: Tournament headquarters will be Nichols Hall.  The parking garage is right next door and is free on Saturday.  Park there.  It’s close to Nichols and our other two competition buildings (Calvin and Kedzie).

Weather: It will be cold in the morning, but no serious threat of rain.  And the high will be around 60.  Visibility will be 12 miles.  All the buildings are close, so even if you find it chilly, you won’t be outside all that much.

Registration: Registration will be held in the Nichols Lobby.  If you’re unfamiliar with Nichols, it looks like a castle.  Take the ramp/draw bridge to the front door and you’ll be in the lobby.

Warmup Rooms: I will assign rooms for warmups and send that out Thursday night.  You’ll be warming up in either Nichols or Calvin.

Food: We will provide donuts, juice, and coffee for all in the morning.  Snacks/drinks for judges throughout the day, but lunch will only be provided for our hired judges.  Sorry coaches.

Jimmy John’s is still the best bet for delivery.  Their Manhattan number is (785) 539-7454.  The delivery address is Nichols Hall, 702 Mid-Campus Drive South, K-State.

The Student Union is close and open, but most of the food sources are not.  

Varsity Donuts is still open in Aggieville and is always a treat.

Coffee- There’s no good way to break the news…. The Starbucks in Aggieville (close to Nichols) is gone.  And the Radina’s in the student union is closed on Saturdays.  For my coffee addicts, here are your better options.
· Flight Crew Coffee  423 Poyntz
· Arrow Coffee  1800 Claflin Rd
· Brothers Coffee 1437 Anderson Ave
· 151 Coffee  900 N 3rd St

Extemp: Besides only performing the one time for finals at the end of the day, the other things extempers and their coaches need to know- There will only be ONE question for finals.  All of you will be speaking on the same question.  It is in the economic area, and it should allow for enough latitude to enable finalists to be different in their answer/arguments.  

Two of your judges are K-State alumni.  One is an attorney who did extemp for K-State back in the day.  The other is a former K-State debater who is now involved in the ag-export/government funding area.

Extemp Prep will be in Calvin 209.  I will be using that room for pre-lim competition, so please don’t move in until B finals start at 2:45.

Impromptu: In pre-lims, speakers will have a choice of two quotations as the prompts.  In finals, the speakers will have a single question for the prompt.  To give the competitors and their coaches an idea of what this will be like, I will use what the University of Central Missouri did for finals a few weeks ago.  The final prompt was: If you could eliminate one emotion, what would it be?

Questions?  I’ve probably forgotten something you’d like to know.  Call me/text me/email me and I’ll get on it.

I’ll send an entry verification email this late afternoon (Wed) and the last info email (with warm up rooms) Thursday evening.

See you Saturday- ESAW! (Every Speaker A Wildcat)

-Craig

Craig Brown, Dir. of the K-State Speech Team
AQ Miller School of Media & Communication
Nichols 316C
702 Mid-Campus Drive South
K-State, Manhattan, KS 66506
785-313-2377  craigb@ksu.edu

